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Loy Lising is Senior Lecturer in the Department of Linguistics at
Macquarie University and a Senior Fellow with the Higher
Education Academy. She is currently Visiting Scholar at Hamburg
University hosted by the Literacy in Diversity Settings (LiDS)
research centre. She is a member of the International Advisory
Panel for Migration Linguistics Unit at Tokyo University of Foreign
Studies. Her research interest focuses on multilingualism and
social participation and investigates this intersection with a focus
on two strands: language features (micro sociolinguistics) and
language use (macro sociolinguistics) of multilinguals in both
diasporic and homeland contexts particularly in the domains of
family, education, health, and law.

Many of Australia’s migrants bring with them into the country multiple
languages in their repertoire. How these languages are maintained or lost largely
depends on home family language practices, which are influenced by
societal/institutional practices that are underpinned by specific language
ideologies. This lecture provides an overview of Australia’s linguistic diversity
since Federation, and through the use of Filipino migrant families as case studies,
it exemplifies the following: family language policies and practices; institutional
language ideologies that influence such practices; and an alternative way of
thinking about linguistic diversity that we can adopt for a more inclusive society.


