
Cotutelle-G ui d e: 

 

T h e c otutelle p rog ram m e allow s an early c areer researc h er to c om p lete a j oi nt d oc torate 
at tw o uni v ersi ti es i n tw o d i f f erent c ountri es. E ssenti ally,  i t i nv olv es one d eg ree aw ard ed  
on th e b asi s of  a si ng le ac ad em i c  c ontri b uti on ( i .e. d oc toral th esi s) p rod uc ed  as a result of  
researc h  und ertak en at tw o d i f f erent i nsti tuti ons. T h e p arti c i p ati ng  i nsti tuti ons c oop erate 
c losely i n th e selec ti on,  sup erv i si on and  assessm ent of  th e p arti c ular c and i d ate and  
ac c red i t d oc toral researc h  w ork  c om p leted  at th e oth er i nsti tuti on. T h e f ollow i ng  c ontai ns 
ad v i c e on w ays i n w h i c h  to reg ulate a c oop erati on of  th i s nature b ased  b oth  on leg al 
req ui rem ents and  on th e ex p eri enc e of  c otutelle p rog ram m es f rom  th e p ast f ew  years. 
M ost of  th e rec om m end ati ons are b ased  on a G erm an-F renc h  c ontex t si nc e th e c otutelle 
p rog ram m e w as f i rst i ntrod uc ed  on a F renc h  i ni ti ati v e and  th e m aj ori ty of  th e ex p eri enc e 
th us f ar h as b een w i th  G erm an-F renc h  c oop erati ons. T h e b asi c  p ri nc i p les of  th e c otutelle 
m od el c an also b e ap p li ed  to j oi nt sup erv i si on p roj ec ts w i th  uni v ersi ti es i n oth er c ountri es,  
b ut m ay i n som e sp ec i f i c  c ases need  to b e sup p lem ented  b y i nd i v i d ual ag reem ents. T h e 
typ e of  c and i d ate m ost sui ted  to a c otutelle p rog ram m e i s one w h o,  ab ov e all,  w i sh es to:  

• S ec ure ac ad em i c  li nk s to b oth  p arti c i p ati ng  c ountri es,   

• D ec i d e at a later d ate w h i c h  c ountry th ey w ould  li k e to w ork  i n,   

• Conti nue i n b i -nati onal f i eld s of  w ork ,  or  

• M ai ntai n a researc h  f oc us th at i s strong ly c onnec ted  to th e oth er c ountry. 

T h roug h  j oi nt sup erv i si on b y a p rof essor i n G erm any and  anoth er i n th e resp ec ti v e p artner 
c ountry,  th e d oc toral stud ent eng ag es i ntensi v ely w i th  d i f f erent typ es of  researc h  c ulture 
and  ac ad em i c  struc tures. T h i s eq ui p s th em  w i th  ad d i ti onal sk i lls th at ex tend  f ar b eyond  
ad v anc ed  f orei g n lang uag e sk i lls and  an i n-d ep th  und erstand i ng  of  th e oth er c ountry. I t 
c an,  th eref ore,  b e assum ed  th at g rad uates f rom  c ross-b ord er d oc toral p rog ram m es h av e 
b etter c areer p rosp ec ts. T h e ex p eri enc e of  d oc toral d eg ree h old ers th us f ar seem s to 
i nd i c ate th at th i s i s i nd eed  th e c ase,  alth oug h  th ere i s no q uanti f i ab le ev i d enc e av ai lab le 
as yet. A req ui rem ent of  th i s ad d i ti onal q uali f i c ati on i s a b alanc e b etw een th e p rop orti on 
of  ti m e sp ent at eac h  of  th e p arti c i p ati ng  i nsti tuti ons. O n a c otutelle p rog ram m e,  th e 
leng th  of  stay at eac h  of  th e p arti c i p ati ng  i nsti tuti ons sh ould  b e at least 1 2  m onth s. 

I n v i ew  of  th e i nternati onali sati on of  h i g h er ed uc ati on as p art of  th e B olog na P roc ess and  
th e i nc lusi on of  d oc toral stud i es i n th i s d ev elop m ent,  i t c an b e ex p ec ted  th at c otutelle 
arrang em ents w i ll p lay an i nc reasi ng ly si g ni f i c ant role i n th e f uture. Alth oug h  th e c otutelle 
m od el d oes not i tself  of f er a set struc ture f or d oc toral stud i es,  th e neg oti ati on and  
ag reem ent of  th e ex p ec ted  req ui rem ents b y tw o i nsti tuti ons w i ll g enerally lead  to a c lear 
struc turi ng  of  th e researc h  p roj ec t i n sp ec i f i c  stag es. As struc tured  p rog ram m es start to 
b ec om e estab li sh ed ,  i t i s li k ely th at th e c otutelle m od el w i ll b ec om e an i m p ortant tool i n 
d ev elop i ng  c oop erati ons b etw een d i f f erent G rad uate S c h ools/ D oc toral S c h ools. As a 
result,  th e c otutelle m od el p rog ram m e w i ll m ak e a si g ni f i c ant c ontri b uti on to th e 
i nternati onali sati on of  d oc toral stud i es. 

Legal requirements 

A p rereq ui si te of  any c otutelle p rog ram m es i s a c ontrac t on j oi nt sup erv i si on,  w h i c h  i s to 
b e c onc lud ed  b y th e tw o i nsti tuti ons i nv olv ed  i n eac h  i nd i v i d ual c otutelle p roj ec t. A 
sub j ec t-sp ec i f i c  or g eneral c ontrac t on j oi nt sup erv i si on b etw een tw o i nsti tuti ons c an 
p rov i d e th e b asi c  f ound ati on of  an ag reem ent b ut th i s m ust b e sup p lem ented  b y an 



i nd i v i d ual ag reem ent. T h e c ontrac t on j oi nt sup erv i si on sh ould  b e d raw n up  v ery c aref ully 
i n ord er to av oi d  p otenti al p rob lem s ari si ng  d uri ng  th e c ourse of  th e j oi nt d oc toral 
p rog ram m e. T h e ag reem ents on th e f orm at of  th e oral ex am i nati on and  th e c om p osi ti on 
of  th e j ury i n p arti c ular sh ould  b e d ef i ned  v ery p rec i sely,  si nc e th i s i s th e stag e of  th e 
p roc ess w h ere th e m ost d i f f i c ulti es i n reac h i ng  a c onsensus g enerally oc c ur. S i nc e th ere i s 
a lac k  of  a uni f i ed  nati onal p oli c y si m i lar to th e F renc h  d ec ree of  J anuary 2 0 0 5  b ec ause of  
th e f ed eral struc ture of  G erm any and  th e ri g h ts of  i nsti tuti ons,  G erm an i nsti tuti ons m ay 
enc ounter som e p rob lem s i n i m p lem enti ng  th e rec om m end ati ons of  th e F renc h  i nsti tuti on. 

I t i s,  h ow ev er,  not p ossi b le f or i nsti tuti ons to p roc eed  w i th  a c otutelle p rog ram m e w i th out 
a leg al b asi s. S ev eral i nsti tuti ons h av e,  th eref ore,  tak en th e step  of  am end i ng  or 
sup p lem enti ng  th ei r d oc toral ex am i nati on reg ulati ons to ac c om m od ate th e req ui rem ents 
of  c otutelle p rog ram m es. T h e H R K  strong ly rec om m end s an am end m ent to th e d oc toral 
ex am i nati on reg ulati ons w h ere nec essary to enab le an i nsti tuti on to p roc eed  w i th  a 
c otutelle p rog ram m e. I n c ontrast w i th  an earli er d ec ree i ssued  b y th e F renc h  M i ni stry of  
E d uc ati on,  th e c urrent d ec ree ( of  J anuary 2 0 0 5 ) i nc lud es a g eneral op eni ng  c lause 
allow i ng  f or som e d i v erg enc e f rom  th e p roc ed ures p resc ri b ed  i n F ranc e i n i nd i v i d ual c ases. 
T h e p roc ed ure th at i s to b e f ollow ed  c an,  th eref ore,  b e neg oti ated  b y b oth  i nsti tuti ons i n 
ac c ord anc e w i th  th ei r resp ec ti v e d oc toral ex am i nati on reg ulati ons w i th out any ob li g ati on 
on th e p art of  th e F renc h  i nsti tuti on to ad h ere to b i nd i ng  m i ni steri al reg ulati ons. 

P o int o f  c o ntac t at th e institutio ns  

T h e H R K  strong ly rec om m end s th at any i nsti tuti on i nterested  i n p arti c i p ati ng  i n a c otutelle 
p rog ram m e nom i nate a si ng le p oi nt of  c ontac t at th ei r i nsti tuti on ( e.g . th e i nternati onal 
of f i c e,  d oc toral c om m i ttee or g rad uate of f i c e or th e stud ent ad v i sory of f i c e). 

C o ntrac t o n j o int sup erv isio n ( ‘ K o o p eratio nsv ertrag’ )  

T h e f ollow i ng  c om m ents ref er to th e m ost i m p ortant asp ec ts of  a c ontrac t on j oi nt 
sup erv i si on f or c ross-b ord er d oc toral ex am i nati on p roc ed ures and  are th us d eli b erately 
g eneral i n th ei r f orm ulati on. P lease also ref er to th e tem p late f or a c otutelle c ontrac t 
w h i c h  i nc lud es sug g ested  f orm ulati ons f or a G erm an-F renc h  c ontrac t. 

T h e p arti c i p ati ng  i nsti tuti ons are resp onsi b le f or th e f i nal v ersi on of  th e c ontrac t and  f or 
ensuri ng  th at th e resp ec ti v e d oc toral ex am i nati on reg ulati ons and  also any p ossi b le 
p arti c ular req ui rem ents of  th e d oc toral stud ent are g i v en d ue c onsi d erati on. I f  nec essary,  
th e i nsti tuti ons are ob li g ed  to ag ree m utually on a sp ec i f i c  b i lateral arrang em ent.  

T h e c ontrac t on j oi nt sup erv i si on m ust tak e i nto ac c ount th e sti p ulati ons of  th e d oc toral 
ex am i nati on reg ulati ons of  eac h  of  th e p arti c i p ati ng  i nsti tuti ons. I f  nec essary,  an 
am end m ent to th e d oc toral ex am i nati on reg ulati ons to ac c om m od ate th e req ui rem ents 
c otutelle p rog ram m es m ay b e rec om m end ed  ( c .f . th e L aw  f ac ulti es at th e uni v ersi ti es of  
F rei b urg ,  M uni c h  and  th e S aarland ). 

Administrative issues:  

• T h e d oc toral stud ent enrols at b oth  i nsti tuti ons. Any f ees req ui red  f or 
ad m i ni strati on or tui ti on are only to b e p ai d  at one of  th e i nsti tuti ons. H e/ sh e h as 
th e sam e ri g h ts and  resp onsi b i li ti es as any oth er d oc toral stud ent enrolled  at th e 
i nsti tuti ons. 



• T h e d oc toral stud ent i s sub j ec t to reg ulati ons on soc i al sec uri ty i nsuranc e and  i s 
resp onsi b le f or ob tai ni ng  ad eq uate i nsuranc e c ov er. 

• T h e trav el and  li v i ng  c osts of  d oc toral stud ents m ust b e f i nanc ed  f rom  p ri v ate 
sourc es ( or p ossi b ly f und ed  th roug h  a researc h  g rant). 

• An ag reem ent m ust b e reac h ed  b y all p arti es i nv olv ed  on resp onsi b i li ty f or trav el 
ex p enses related  to sup erv i si on and  th e f i nal ex am i nati on.  

D o c to ral  ex aminatio n p ro c edure: 

• P ri or to ag reei ng  an i nd i v i d ual c ontrac t on j oi nt sup erv i si on,  th e c and i d ate i n 
q uesti on m ust h av e b een f orm ally ac c ep ted  as a d oc toral stud ent,  th at i s,  th e 
c and i d ate m ust h av e f ulf i lled  th e ad m i ssi on req ui rem ents. T h e sti p ulati ons of  th e 
d oc toral ex am i nati on reg ulati ons of  b oth  i nsti tuti ons m ust b e tak en i nto ac c ount. 

• T h e d oc toral th esi s w i ll b e sup erv i sed  eq ually b y th e ac ad em i c  sup erv i sors at b oth  
i nsti tuti ons. B oth  sup erv i sors m ust c om m i t c om p letely th em selv es to p rov i d i ng  
ac ad em i c  sup erv i si on of  th e d oc toral th esi s and  m ust ag ree to c onsult eac h  oth er 
on any related  i ssues as and  w h en req ui red . 

• At least 1 2  m onth s m ust b e sp ent w ork i ng  at th e p artner i nsti tuti on. 

• P rotec ti on of  th e th esi s top i c  as w ell as th e p ub li sh i ng ,  p roc essi ng  and  p rotec ti on 
of  th e results ( i .e. i ntellec tual c op yri g h t) i s g ov erned  b y th e reg ulati ons ap p li c ab le 
i n b oth  of  th e c ountri es i nv olv ed  i n sup erv i si ng  th e d oc toral stud i es. T h e num b er of  
c op i es of  th e th esi s to b e sub m i tted  to eac h  of  th e i nsti tuti ons i s d ef i ned  b y th e 
resp ec ti v e reg ulati ons of  th e i nsti tuti on. T h e i nsti tuti ons are ob li g ed  to i nf orm  eac h  
oth er ab out th e p rec i se c ond i ti ons of  th ei r f orm al req ui rem ents. 

• I t sh ould  b e noted  th at i n th e c ase of  c ontrac t researc h  f or p ri v ate i nsti tuti ons or 
c om p ani es th e c ond i ti ons of  p ub li c ati on f or eac h  of  th e c ountri es i nv olv ed  m ust b e 
ag reed  w i th  th e c ontrac ti ng  auth ori ty. 

• L ang uag e p oli c y: th e th esi s sh ould  b e w ri tten i n th e lang uag e of  one of  th e 
p arti c i p ati ng  i nsti tuti ons and  a sum m ary w ri tten i n th e oth er lang uag e. I n ad d i ti on,  
th e d oc toral ex am i nati on reg ulati ons m ay sti p ulate th at a sum m ary i n a f urth er 
lang uag e also b e i nc lud ed . I t i s also env i sag ed  th at th e oral c om p onent of  th e 
d oc toral ex am i nati on p roc ed ure c an b e c ond uc ted  i n b oth  lang uag es. I n th e c ase 
of  a d oc toral th esi s w ri tten i n a th i rd  lang uag e,  sum m ari es i n th e lang uag es of  th e 
p arti c i p ati ng  i nsti tuti ons are to b e i nc lud ed . 

• T h e i ssue of  th e f orm  w h i c h  th e oral ex am i nati on i s to tak e m ust b e d ef i ned  i n th e 
c ontrac t on j oi nt sup erv i si on. W h ereas i n F ranc e th e c om m on f orm  of  oral 
assessm ent i s a ‘soutenanc e’ ( eq ui v alent to a ‘D i sp utati on’ or oral d ef enc e),  m any 
G erm an d oc toral ex am i nati ons req ui re th e c and i d ate to tak e a ‘R i g orosum ’. Any 
ex c ep ti ons m ad e i n th e sp ec i f i c  c ase of  a c otutelle d oc toral p rog ram m e m ust b e 
p rev i ously d ef i ned  i n th e d oc toral ex am i nati on reg ulati ons ( w i th  an am end m ent to 
th e d oc toral ex am i nati on reg ulati ons w h ere nec essary),  si nc e i nd i v i d ual sub j ec t 
reg ulati ons are not v ali d . F urth erm ore,  th e c ontrac t p artners m ust ag ree on th e 
sp ec i f i c  req ui rem ents of  th e oral ex am i nati on. W h ereas i n F ranc e d oc toral stud ents 
w i ll stud y and  b e ex am i ned  i n one sub j ec t only,  i t i s c om m on i n G erm any f or a 
sec ond  sub j ec t to b e ex am i ned  d uri ng  th e ‘R i g orosum ’ f orm  of  oral ex am i nati on. 
I n p rac ti c e,  th e ‘D i sp utati on’ f orm  of  oral ex am i nati on h as b ec om e c om m on i n 
c otutelle p rog ram m es. 



• An ag reem ent m ust b e reac h ed  on th e c om p osi ti on of  th e j ury f or th e oral 
ex am i nati on. I t sh ould  b e noted  th at F renc h  state sp ec i f i c ati ons h av e b ec om e m ore 
f lex i b le si nc e th e d ec ree of  J anuary 2 0 0 5 ,  so th at an eq ual rep resentati on of  b oth  
c ountri es i n th e c om p osi ti on of  th e j ury i s no long er ab solutely nec essary. T h e 
d oc toral ex am i nati on reg ulati ons of  th e p arti c i p ati ng  i nsti tuti ons m ay i nc lud e v ery 
d i f f erent p rov i si ons. An ag reem ent b etw een th e tw o p arti es m ust,  th eref ore,  b e 
reac h ed  on th e c om p osi ti on of  th e j ury ( w i th  an am end m ent to th e d oc toral 
ex am i nati on reg ulati ons w h ere nec essary). 

• An ag reem ent m ust b e reac h ed  on w h o i s to c ov er th e ex p enses of  th e sup erv i sors 
and  th e m em b ers of  oral ex am i nati on j ury. 

• Aw ard i ng  of  g rad es: d ue to th e d i f f erent g rad i ng  trad i ti ons i n th e c ountri es 
i nv olv ed  and  th e d i f f erent c onseq uenc es f or th e ( ac ad em i c ) j ob  m ark et,  a 
c onsi stent j oi nt g rad i ng  of  th e w ri tten and  oral c om p onents of  th e d oc toral d eg ree 
req ui rem ents h as p rov en d i f f i c ult i n p rac ti c e. T h e rec om m end ati on i s,  th eref ore,  to 
retai n th e g rad i ng  system s of  b oth  c ountri es i nv olv ed . T h i s m ay,  i n c ertai n 
c i rc um stanc es,  result i n tw o d i f f erent typ es of  g rad e ac c ord i ng  to th e c om m on 
p rac ti c es of  eac h  c ountry. T h e p arti c i p ati ng  i nsti tuti ons sh ould  c om e to a p ri or 
ag reem ent on th e f orm at f or th e aw ard i ng  of  g rad es ( e.g . g rad es g i v en i n th e 
ori g i nal f orm ) and  sp ec i f y th i s i n th e c ontrac t on j oi nt sup erv i si on. 

• O n suc c essf ul c om p leti on of  th e d oc toral ex am i nati on p roc ed ure,  a c erti f i c ate 
j oi ntly i ssued  b y b oth  p artner uni v ersi ti es w i ll b e aw ard ed  ( b ased  on th e H R K  
tem p late). T h e c erti f i c ate w i ll i nc lud e a statem ent i nd i c ati ng  th at th e d oc toral 
ex am i nati on p roc ed ure w as c ond uc ted  i n c oop erati on w i th  a p artner uni v ersi ty 
ab road . T h e d oc toral d eg ree c erti f i c ate w i ll i nc lud e th e of f i c i al i nsi g ni a of  b oth  
p arti c i p ati ng  f ac ulti es. O n rec ei p t of  th e d oc toral d eg ree c erti f i c ate,  th e d oc toral 
stud ent attai ns th e ri g h t to b ear th e ti tle of  d oc tor i n th e F ed eral R ep ub li c  of  
G erm any and  also to b ear th e c orresp ond i ng  d oc toral ti tle i n th e c ountry i n w h i c h  
th e p arti c i p ati ng  f ac ulty i s b ased . 

• I f  b oth  i nsti tuti ons c annot ag ree on th e aw ard i ng  of  a si ng le c erti f i c ate,  th en th e 
sep arate c erti f i c ates m ust i nc lud e a note to th e ef f ec t th at th e c erti f i c ate i s only 
v ali d  i n c onj unc ti on w i th  th e oth er d oc toral d eg ree c erti f i c ate. T h i s c ross-ref erenc e 
on th e c erti f i c ates w i ll p rev ent any ab use reg ard i ng  th e use of  d oc toral ti tles. T h e 
d oc toral d eg ree h old er h as th e ri g h t to use ei th er th e G erm an or th e f orei g n f orm  
of  th e d oc toral ti tle. T h e nam es of  th e tw o uni v ersi ti es at w h i c h  th e d oc toral 
stud i es h av e b een sup erv i sed  c an b e i nc lud ed  h ere i n b rac k ets. S i nc e d oc toral 
d eg ree c erti f i c ates i n F ranc e are all i ssued  b y th e M i ni stry of  E d uc ati on,  and  F renc h  
em p loyers w i ll,  i n p rac ti c e,  only th ese ac c ep t th ese th e F renc h  M i ni stry of  
E d uc ati on w i ll i ssue an ad d i ti onal c erti f i c ate i n th e g enerally rec og ni sed  f orm at. 
T h i s ( nati onal) c erti f i c ate w i ll i nc lud e an ex p li c i t ref erenc e to th e sp ec i f i c  c ross-
b ord er nature of  th e d oc toral th esi s. 




